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From The President 

Just Getting
Started 

Had anyone 
told me in 

August 2020 that 
we would still  
be finding our 
way through an 
unprecedented  

Ryan Trosper pandemic a full
year later, perhaps I would have had
second thoughts about accepting
the job as ENMU-Ruidoso president.

But in August 2021, I celebrated
my inaugural year as president of
this community’s college with more
than enough happy memories to
offset previous stresses and woes.

Let me list several of them. 
In November 2020, Ruidoso and 

Ruidoso Down residents, along with
other New Mexico voters, approved
a state-wide GO bond that allocated 
$1.5 million to ENMU-Ruidoso. With 
these funds, ENMU-Ruidoso will 
begin work this winter on an exterior
facade that gives the college a
modern, contemporary look to its
renovated interior. 

By July 2021, the college
had settled into newly renovated
facilities at 709 Mechem Dr. The 
completion of Nexus Phases 1 and
2 gave the college new space for
new workforce programs, provided
additional classrooms seating 30
students or more, nine “seminar/
study” rooms that hold up to 18
students, and a 100-seat lecture 
hall and multi-purpose room.

Further, the college expanded
offices for its Success Emporium
and Workforce Connection 
(which serve students and the
community), and allocated
space for a food area, student 

Continued on page 8 

College Reopens   
For Fall Classes 

E NMU-Ruidoso’s opened its front  
doors to students on August 17  

for the frst full schedule of in-person  
classes since the COVID-19 pandemic  
began in March 2020.

 Students entered to fnd a fully-
renovated facility, complete with new  
furniture, open spaces, learning labs,  
snack area, and high tech classrooms.  

And students are anxious to return.  
Most had not taken an in-person class  
in more than a year. 

Te semester opened with health  
precautions in place, guided by  
recommendations from the New Mexico  
Higher Education Department, the CDC,  
and the New Mexico Department of  
Public Health. As the semester begins,  
all students, employees and visitors are  
required to wear face coverings.  

Likewise, the college will continue  
existing sanitation procedures to minimize  
exposure from afected surfaces. 

Tree new degree programs  
Continued on page 2 

Flex Start Classes Begin Oct. 11 

I f you could not enroll for college   
classes in August, ENMU-Ruidoso  

can help you in a big way. 
Te college makes it possible for  

you to register and begin classes Oct.  

11 and still complete a full spring  
semester by the end of December. 

ENMU-Ruidoso’s Flex Start  
enrollment helps students take their  
courses in eight weeks instead of 16,  

Continued on page 3 
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College Reopens For Fall Classes 
Continued from page 1 

highlight the academic menu this fall: 
ADN Nursing, Fermentation Science 
Technology, and Wind Energy. ADN 
Nursing, a program brought to Ruidoso 
through ENMU-Roswell, has reached 
maximum enrollment. 

On opening day, students were greeted 
by President Ryan Trosper and Vice 
President of Student Learning and Success 
Coda Omness. Te learning commons 
was decorated with banners and signs 
welcoming students back to campus, and 

free food and activities were available. 
“August 17 was an unforgettable day,”  

said President Ryan Trosper. “Students were  
amazed by the new facilities and anxious to  
learn. We treated them to a celebration! Te  
semester is of to a great start!” 

State Guests Tour College’s New Surroundings 

From lef to right: Mark Chisholm, Dr. Shawn Powell, Ryan Trosper, Stephanie Rodriguez, 
Dr. Patrice Caldwell, and Dr. Harry Rommel 

ENMU-Ruidoso hosted New  
Mexico Higher Education  

Secretary Stephanie Rodriguez and  
her team this summer. 

Te Secretary and her team 
were in town for a meeting of the 
New Mexico Legislative Finance 
Committee, held in the Village of 
Ruidoso Convention Center. 

President Ryan Trosper toured the  
Secretary through the college’s newly  

renovated facilities on Mechem Dr., 
pointing out new areas for student 
engagement, technology equipped 
classrooms and labs, and expanded 
space for the college’s Success 
Emporium and Workforce Connection. 

President Trosper was joined 
by ENMU System Chancellor 
Dr. Patrice Caldwell and ENMU-
Roswell President Dr. Shawn 
Powell for the tour. With Rodriguez 

were Dr. Harry Rommel, director of  
Institutional Finance and Financial  
Aid, Mark Chisholm, director of  
Academic Policy, and Nicole Macias,  
principal analyst, Department of  
Finance and Administration. 

Dulong Joins ENMU-Ruidoso 

Cynthia Dulong 

Cynthia Dulong,  
an experienced  

administrative  
professional, has  
joined ENMU-
Ruidoso as ofce  
administrator to  

President Ryan Trosper. 
She brings with her a background  

in professional training and coaching,  
as well as analytical skills, account  
management and fnancial accounting  
skills. 

Most recently, Dulong was a career  
counselor in Roswell. She has been a  
public school teacher in Roswell, and  
taught psychology at the New Mexico  
Military Institute. 

She has a bachelor’s degree in  
psychology from the University of  
Massachusetts. She teaches special  
education courses, and is a member of   
Psi Chi and the USA Triathlon. 

In her new capacity, Dulong will  
work closely with the President and  
his leadership team, as well as the  
Community College Board. 
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 High School Civics Class Draws 
Prominent Speakers 

T hanks to a grant from Region 
9 Education Cooperative, 

ENMU-Ruidoso hosted a statewide 
high school Civics class this 
summer. 

Te class was taught both online 
and “in-person.” Susan Travers, a 
ENMU-Ruidoso adjunct faculty, 
was instructor. 

Te class was ofered free of 
charge and provided dual credit 
for Ruidoso Municipal Schools 
students. 

During the week-long class, 
several prominent fgures in 
New Mexico government spoke 
to students about their role in 
government to help students 
understand the role, processes and 
impact of state government and its 
departments. 

Students heard from Tom Udall, 
U.S. Senator from New Mexico, 
Village of Ruidoso Mayor Lynn 
Crawford, Dona Ana County 
Commissioner Shannon Reynolds, 

NM State Senator Jerry Ortiz y 
Pino, Rep. Xochitl Torres Small of 
NM’s 2nd Congressional District, 
Gabe Aguilar, president of the 
Mescalero Apache Tribe, and Dr. 
Tey Marianna Nunn, director of 
the national Hispanic Cultural 
Center, among others. 

“Tis class was designed 
to engage high schoolers 
in the civic process and 
encourage participation in 
their communities at the local 
through federal level, with the 
option to complete dual credit,” 
said Community Development 
Director Nicole DeLorenzo. 

“It was an introductory course 
designed to familiarize students 
with the institutions, politics 
and policies of state and local 
governments in the United States.” 

Funds for the grant were 
provided by the New Mexico 
Legislature through Educational 
Cooperative Region 9. 
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Flex Start Classes Begin Oct. 11 
Continued from page 1 

and earn full college credit.  
Te Flex Start semester ofers most  

of the programs available during the  
traditional 16-week semester, programs  
such as Cybersecurity, Nursing, Early  

Childhood Education, Wildland Fire,  
as well as general education courses  
such as English, Math, Science and  
Humanities. 

To register for Flex Start classes,  

visit the college website at ruidoso.enmu. 
edu, or Success Emporium at the college  
where you can register, apply for fnancial  
aid, and see an advisor.  

College Adds Education Tech Specialist To Team 

John Rucker 

ENMU-Ruidoso welcomes John Rucker  
as its new Education Technology  

Specialist.  
John will focus on assisting the new  

Nursing Simulation Lab and with other IT  
services, and ofers his help to instructors  
on campus looking to enhance their  
courses through AV hybrid technology.  

For years, John was a high school  
Audio/Video, journalism and yearbook  
teacher in Paso Robles, California, before  
moving to Ruidoso in 2019. Here he has  
worked at Gateway Church. His family  
includes wife Shelbi, who works in the  
LCMC Emergency Room, and two sons,  
Jude, age 6, and Maxwell,  4. 
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COLLEGE LIFE 

New Facility Offers Space For Community Meetings 

E 

W ith construction inside the college  
at 709 Mechem Dr. completed,  

the college is rolling out the welcome  
mat for community non-proft groups  
and businesses that need meeting space. 

Te college’s renovated addition  
includes a large multi-purpose lecture  

classroom able to sit up to 100 people, yet  
able to expand into a tiered seating area to  
accommodate up to 300. 

Also available are four classrooms able  
to accommodate 30 people, and seminar  
rooms of various sizes suitable for small  
groups of eight up to 18. 

All rooms are equipped with  
technology able to host or participate in  
virtual meetings. 

Meeting rooms are free of charge  
for non-proft organizations in  
Lincoln County. However, certain fees  
may apply.  

Tere are rental fees for businesses  
and for-proft organizations. 

“Te community rallied and  
supported the college during the  
November 2019 bond referendum,” said  
President Ryan Trosper. “Tese facilities  
were made possible in part because  
of that support. Now it is the college’s  
turn to give back to the community  
by making these wonderful spaces  
available to nonproft groups. Tese  
spaces add to the total capacity available  
for community meetings in our area.” 

For more information about  
utilizing the college’s facilities, contact  
the college’s External Afairs Ofce at  
575.315.1211. 

College To Host Area Sophomores On October 7 

E NMU-Ruidoso will host more 
than 250 high school sophomores 

from throughout Lincoln County and 
Mescalero during its third Sophomore 
Day, scheduled for Oct. 7. 

Te event is designed to introduce 
high school students to a variety of 
careers and let them experience the 
college culture frst hand. 

In doing so, they will also tour 
ENMU-Ruidoso’s newly renovated 
facilities. 

Sophomores will be treated to 
twelve 15-minute “sessions” covering 
a variety of careers—such as biology, 
business, emergency medical services, 
marketing, history, psychology, and 
others. Sessions will be taught by 
ENMU-Ruidoso faculty and staf. 

Te college Foundation will also 
be on hand to inform students about 
available scholarship funds. 

More than 200 area high school sophomores visited ENMU for Sophomore Day in 2019. 

“Te high school sophomore 
year is a critical time for students 
to begin thinking about their future 
careers and where they might attend 
college,” said ENMU-Ruidoso’s Vice 
President of Student Learning and 
Success Coda Omness. “We want to 
help these students broaden their 
understanding of possible careers 
through these short seminars. 

“As they explore their interests, 
they also get to see what their local 
community college can ofer. We want 
ENMU-Ruidoso to be the college of 
choice for local students. Te college 
has great instructors, outstanding 
facilities, small classes, and very 
afordable tuition. We believe there’s 
no better place for students to start.”
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Cybersecurity Course For Small Business  
Can Lead to DOD Contracts 

ENMU-Ruidoso’s acclaimed  
Cybersecurity Center of Excellence  

is launching a new short course designed  
for small business IT and cybersecurity  
personnel at Defense Industrial Base (DIB)  
businesses pursuing Cybersecurity Maturity  
Model Certifcation (CMMC) to compete  
for U.S. Department of Defense contracts. 

Te 18-module course can be self-
paced or taken as a virtual “boot camp”  
in eight hours over four days. It provides  
Department of Defense contractors an  
introductory course on CMMC. 

Te self-paced option costs $200; the  
boot camp is $250.  

To learn more or enroll, visit the college’s website: enmu.edu/ce 

Employees Receive Service 
Awards At All Campus Meeting 

ENMU-Ruidoso 
employees were 

recognized for their years 
served at an all campus 
meeting recently. 

President Ryan Trosper 
and Community College 
Board Chair Brad Treptow 
presented awards to Victor 
Delgado, Katherine Kiefer, 
RaLynne Stanbrough, 
Jessica Rodriguez and 
Amy Dewey. 

Delgado, of the 
physical plant department, 
was recognized for fve 
years with the college. 
Kiefer, the college’s Media 

Production Coordinator 
with the External Afairs 
Ofce, received an award 
for fve years of service, 
and Stanbrough, an 
Academic/Curriculum 
Associate in Records and 
Research, was recognized 
for 10 years. 

Also, Jessica Rodriguez, 
a Student Success advocate, 
and Amy Dewey, the 
college’s director of 
Institutional Efectiveness 
and Student Records, 
celebrated fve and 20 
years, respectively, with the 
college. 

Ryan Trosper, Victor 
Delgado, Brad Treptow 

Ryan Trosper, Katherine 
Kiefer, Brad Treptow 

RaLynne Stanbrough with 
Ryan Trosper 

and Brad Treptow 
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@ed2go 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

DIRECTOR’S  Column Welcome Back! 

Community Development is excited to
       reopen in-person learning. We are  

 happy to bring back in-person community-led
favorites: Ceramics and Community Choir. 

Nicole DeLorenzo OUR CURRENT FALL LISTING OF COURSES INCLUDES: 
Live In-person 
• EMT-Basic    
  Certifcation 
• Sunrise Yoga 
• Ceramics  
• Community   
  Choir  

• Artists’ Workshop  
• Artists’ Studio 
• Ink and Watercolor 
• Heartsaver CPR   
  First Aid 

Live Online 
• Alcohol Server 
• Aging Creatively:   
  A Look Forward 
•  How to Live Your  
  Best Life: A Positive 
  Psychology Class 

Self-Paced 
• Cybersecurity Maturity  
  Model Certifcation  
•  Cybersecurity  
  Certifcation Program 

Course listings
are updated 
regularly. Scan
QR Code for  
most current: 

 

Send us your feedback! If you are interested in teaching, seeing a specifc class or skill on the schedule or in need of customized 
training for your organization please contact community.development.ruidoso@enmu.edu to inquire about options.  

College and High Schools Work To Increase Area’s Welders 

ENMU-Ruidoso, in partnership with  
select high schools throughout the  

region, recently fnished its Year 1 Carl  
Perkins V award. Tis award focuses  
on strengthening career and technical  
education, specifcally in regards to  
building capacity in the region’s welding  
programs.  

Objectives focused on updating   
and expanding equipment across welding

programs.  
Tree partnering schools and ENMU-

Ruidoso received equipment and supplies  
that will better train both high schoolers  
and college students in pursuit of welding  
certifcation and employment. Equipment  
included high power drills, lifs, welders,  
PPE and consumables so more students  
can receive the hands-on training needed  

  for successful job placement.  

Welding is an in-demand high-skill  
and high earning profession in the region  
and statewide. Te U.S. Bureau of Labor  
projects job growth in the feld to remain  
steady with the national average at 3% over  
the next decade.   

Te Carl Perkins V award was  
coordinated by the college’s  
Community Development Ofce. 

Registering For Non-Credit Classes Is EasierThan Ever 
Registering for Community or  

Continuing Education classes this
fall may look a little diferent than  
past semesters.  

ENMU-Ruidoso Community  
Development has launched a new,  
fully online registration system for  
all non-credit classes. In addition,  
the college now accepts online credit  
card payments with options to  

register and pay for multiple classes  
  and individuals at once. Tis exciting  

new system will make registering  
and paying more convenient for the  
community, so students can spend  
more time learning the skills and  
interests that matter most to them. 

Registering for a class is easy!  
Navigate to the Community  
Development page on the ENMU-

Ruidoso website and click the big  
blue button. It will direct you to  
an updated schedule. Tere you  
can browse current oferings, fnd  
detailed information on each course,  
and register.  

Creating an account will  
allow you to register and pay for  
multiple classes at once and quicker  
registrations in the future.  

Visit the Community Development page and review courses at ruidoso.enmu.edu/ce. 

Need To Increase YourWork Knowledge? 
ENMU-Ruidoso’s Community  

Development ofce partners  
with Ed2Go to provide training and  
certifcates on in-demand skills. Tese  
include recognized certifcations  
related to specifc professions and  
career training and professional skills,  

such as Spanish in the workplace,  
advertising, coding, and many more. 
Many training programs are self-paced  
and on demand, meaning you can  
enroll and complete them on your  
schedule, wherever you may be. To  
check out the full listing of Ed2Go  

oferings, the complete schedule can be  
found at the Community Development  
webpage: ruidoso.enmu.edu/ce.  
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FOUNDATION 

From The Executive Director 
Rhonda Vincent 

2021 Aim High Blasts
Previous Records 

Drum-roll, please! 
Afer reviewing  

and scrutinizing our  
accounts multiple times,  
the ENMU-Ruidoso  

Foundation can proudly announce the 
giving results of its 2021 Aim High Clay 
Shooting Fundraiser. 

Hold your breath! Te net total is 
$53, 868.18—a new record, far surpassing 
the previous high in 2019. 

In fact, every year this popular event 
has been held, it has seen only increases, 
proving that people love to have fun 
and be among friends while supporting 
ENMU-Ruidoso and its students in a very 
tangible way. 

No words can express the gratitude 
felt by the college, the Foundation’s 
board of directors and this appreciative 
Foundation director! 

Needless to say, we are working even 
now to improve on lessons learned from 
this event to make the 2022 Aim High 
even better. 

Our list of sponsors and partners are 
too numerous to list in this short space. 
Te number of volunteers and their efort, 
hours, and personal sacrifce cannot 
be tallied. What’s clear is that all who 
contributed—either in entry fees, in-kind 
donations or personal participation—did 
so from a genuine desire to help more 
of our area youth improve their lives 
through the educational opportunities 
ofered at ENMU-Ruidoso. 

And that is the bottom line. Lives 
impacted. Futures secured. Communities 
and families strengthened. Te true 
value of this single event can never be 
calculated. 

Tank you, friends of ENMU-
Ruidoso, who made this wonderful event 
the success it was. 

Aim High Fundraiser Scores  
Big For Scholarships

I t was the biggest Aim High 
Fundraiser ever—bigger by 

far than 2019, the last time  
it was held; with twice the  
participants and raising twice as 
much money for the students of 
ENMU-Ruidoso. 

In all, 224 shooters from New  
Mexico, Texas and Oklahoma  
competed for prizes in ENMU-
Ruidoso Foundation’s popular 
sporting clay event, held June 
26 at Inn of the Mountain Gods.  
All proceeds help support the 
academic needs of ENMU-
Ruidoso students through 
scholarships and other resources.

Te clay shooting event flled 
the morning and afernoon. 
Participants returned in the 
evening for a dinner and dance 
in the Inn’s ballroom. More than  
380 attended the evening event, 
doubling the crowd of 2019. 

Top team winner of the shoot 
was the “Rat Shot,” comprised of 
Cory Clark, Wade Westerfeld, Brad 
Day, and J.C. Carter. 

Second place winner was 
the “Trane New Mexico/West 
Texas” team consisting of Larry 
Anderson, Joe Lucash, Bill 
Herndon and Mike Horan. 

Top individual shooter was 
Robby Price of Amarillo, with a 
score of 96 out of 100. Top youth 
shooters were Hayden Casson from 
Sierra Blanca Shooters and William  
Heath from Team Express/
Carlsbad. Both had a score of 83. 

Winner of the Casey White 
Memorial Buckle on the 5-Stand  
was Dillon Lopez from Team 
Express/Carlsbad.

Randy Flowers won the Beretta 
A400 xcel shotgun. Winner of the 
5-Stand Ticket Draw was Renee  
Briones, who won a Marlin 336. 

 Top Winning Team: (L-R) Wade Westerfeld, JC Carter, Dennis Cox, 
Cory Clark and Brad Day 
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From The President 
Continued from page 1 
engagement and study.

My first year also saw a 
successful spring commencement 
in May, held outdoors at Inn of the 
Mountain Gods. This special event 
celebrated the perseverance and 
accomplishments of students who 
were challenged to study online while
face-to-face instruction was not  

available. Many of these juggled 
working several jobs and family 
needs to complete their studies.

As president, I am proud of 
the college’s close partnership 
with the community and with the 
Mescalero Apache Tribe. We are 
pursuing a vision which will make 
meaningful, relevant educational  

opportunities available to all our 
residents—opportunities which will 
expand the horizons and improve 
our quality of life.

It was a good year—and the 
best is yet to come. 

ENMU’s New Regents Reflect Diverse Backgrounds 

Ms. Trish Ruiz of Hobbs, Mr. Phillip  
Bustos of Albuquerque, and Ms.  

Chandler Head of Levelland, Texas,  
were appointed by Gov. Michelle Lujan-
Grisham and approved by the New  
Mexico Senate in March to succeed  
outgoing regents Terry Othick, Ed  
Tatum, and Joseph Gergel. 

Ruiz attended ENMU before  
completing her bachelor’s and master’s  
degrees at the University of the  
Southwest. She is a counselor at Hobbs  
High School and a former adjunct  
professor at the University of the  
Southwest. She served as the co-chair  
of the Workforce Solutions, Workman’s  
Compensation, and the State Personnel  
Ofce committees for Governor Lujan  
Grisham’s transition team. 

Ruiz has extensive experience in  
public service. She has served as member  
and ofcer of the board of directors for  
the National Education Association New  
Mexico (NEA-NM), former vice chair  
and treasurer for NEA-NM’s National  
Hispanic Caucus, member of the  
New Mexico Public School Insurance  
Authority (NMPSIA), vice president  
of the board of trustees for Con Alma  

Phillip Bustos Trish Ruiz Chandler Head 

Health Foundation, and chair of the Lea  
County Democratic Party. Ruiz recently  
completed a term on the New Mexico  
Public Education Commission, District  
9, serving as the commission’s vice chair. 

Bustos is the retired vice president  
for Student Services at Central New  
Mexico Community College. A native  
New Mexican, he attended ENMU  
from 1975 through 1978. Bustos’ career  
began in drug and alcohol counseling,  
followed by service in student afairs  
at the University of North Texas, the  
Auraria Higher Education Center in  
Denver, Col., and fnally, CNM. He is  
involved in numerous volunteer and aid  
organizations in the Albuquerque area. 

Head is a vocal performance major  
at ENMU. A 2018 graduate of Levelland  
High School in Levelland, Texas, Head  
enrolled at ENMU in August 2018  
and has distinguished herself from her  

peers in both her academic program  
and service to the university. Among  
her many honors and awards, Head  
was recognized as the frst-place award  
recipient of the Rio Grande National  
Association of Teachers of Singing  
(NATS) in 2019, and was a Vocal Artist  
Art Song Festival fnalist in 2019 and  
2020. Joining the Student Government  
Association (SGA) to help address  
student concerns, Head serves on  
student senate on the Student Fees Board  
and in the SGA Shadow Program. 

Appointed by the governor with  
consent of the New Mexico State Senate,  
the ENMU Board of Regents consists  
of fve members appointed to six-year,  
staggered terms. As the institution’s  
governing body, the regents have a broad  
range of responsibilities, including major  
policy and budgetary matters afecting  
the university. 
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