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Processional
(Audience Standing)
Pomp and Circumstance

Mace Carrier
Dr. Karen Massey, Chief Business Officer

Mescalero Apache Blessing
Kaiyalora Muniz

Welcome and Introductions
Dr. Ryan Trosper, President, ENMU-Ruidoso

Presentation of the Colors
Mescalero Apache Veterans Department

National Anthem “Star Spangled Banner”
(Audience Standing)
ENMU-Ruidoso Community Choir

Invocation
Anthony Geraci, Pastor, Calvary Chapel

Tribal Welcome
Frizzell Frizzell Jr., ENMU-Ruidoso Community College Board Member

Comments from the ENMU-Ruidoso Branch
Community College Board
Brad Treptow, Chair

Introduction of Distinguished Guests
Dr. Ryan Trosper




Acknowledgment of Faculty
Dr. Ryan Trosper

Presentation of President’s Awards
Dr. Ryan Trosper

“Climb Every Mountain” &y R. Rodgers and O. Hammerstein
ENMU-Ruidoso Community Choir

Student Commencement Speakers
Edith Morgan, Mescalero

Kaylyn Chino, Mescalero
Jessi Dentler, Ruidoso
Robert Ruiz, Ruidoso

Recognition of ENMU-Ruidoso Graduates
Dr. Ryan Trosper

Conferring of Certificates & Degrees
Dr. James Johnston, Chancellor, ENMU System

Presentation of Diplomas, Certificates & Degrees

Coda Omness, Vice President, Student Learning and Success,
ENMU-Ruidoso

Presentation of ENMU Portales
Graduates, Bachelor’s & Master’s Degrees
Dr. James Johnston

Closing and Recessional
Dr. Ryan Trosper

Recessional
(Audience Standing)

Pomp and Circumstance

Please remain stﬂnding until the Academic Recessional has ended.




2026 President’s Awards Recipients
Excellence in Teaching

Shelly Elfelt, Faculty & Chair, Science & Math Department
Excellence in Adjunct Teaching

Hank Hargis, Director of Admissions; Part-Time Instructor
Distinguished Service

Gray Mowery, Director of Career Technical Education
Friend of the College

Harlan Vincent, New Mexico Representative, 56th District, Lincoln &
Otero Counties; ENMU-Ruidoso Alumni

Student Speakers

Edith Morgan Mescalero

Edith Morgan is a current student at ENMU-Ruidoso, majoring in Early Childhood
Education and entering her sophomore year in the fall 2026-2027 semester. Born
and raised in Mescalero, NM, Edith is a proud member of the Mescalero Apache
community, and her culture and faith are central to who she is. She is a member
of the President’s Ambassadors Club and the National Society of Leadership and
Success. After stepping away from school in 2009 due to health challenges, Edith
began working as a High School Apache Teacher’s Aide at the Mescalero Apache
School in 2023, where a deep love for students and the classroom inspired her to
pursue her education. She earned her High School Equivalency diploma in May
2025. Currently serving as a Kindergarten Teacher’s Aide, Edith aspires to one day
lead her own classroom as an Apache Language Teacher.

Kaylyn Chino Mescalero

Kaylyn Chino is a senior at Mescalero Apache High School and an enrolled
member of the Mescalero Apache Tribe with Laguna Pueblo heritage. Ranked first
in her graduating class of 43, she carries a 4.4 GPA while competing as a student
athlete in cross country, basketball, track, and golf, and completing dual credit
coursework. At just 16 years old, Kaylyn earned two professional certifications, as
awelder and as a phlebotomist, a remarkable achievement that speaks to both her
drive and her range. She is on track to graduate as class valedictorian.

Jessi Dentler Ruidoso

Jessi Dentler is graduating with an Associate of Arts degree in Early Childhood
Education from Eastern New Mexico University-Ruidoso with a 4.0 GPA. After earning
her High School Equivalency diploma two years ago, she returned to school with a

clear purpose and dedication, earninga place on the President’s List and induction

into the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society. While balancing full-time work and full-

time coursework, Jessi also completed her Montessori certification through the North
American Montessori Center and currently serves as a Montessori teacher. A devoted
mother of two, she plans to continue her education at ENMU Portales, where she

will pursue a bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education. Jessi is passionate about
making a meaningful and lasting impact in the lives of young children and their families.



Robert Ruiz Jr. Ruidoso

Robert Ruiz Jr. is graduating from ENMU-Ruidoso after two years of study,
fulfilling a lifelong dream of completing his college education. A 46-year-old
non-traditional student, Robert brings a wealth of life experience to the classroom,
including six years of service in the United States Marines and 25 years in the
workforce. Originally from East Texas, he made the move to Ruidoso to pursue his
degree and discovered a renewed passion for learning along the way. His academic
journey has motivated him to continue his education at ENMU Portales, where
he plans to work toward broader personal and professional goals. Robert is also

set to enter the education workforce as an assistant teacher’s aide in Ruidoso

in 2027. He credits his parents as his closest supporters and greatest source of
encouragement throughout this journey.

CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION

<> With Honors < Veteran & PTK Honor Society O NSLS O Ambassador Club 2 Educators Rising

DIPLOMAS

New Mexico High School Equivalency

Natalia Berry Kristine Neuman
Samantha Byron Irie Nichols

Eliza Daklugie Carmen Orozco
Aaron Lee Friberg Alexandra Sidwell
Christa Grayson Dominique Vega
Edith Morgan 0 Dylan Vilas

CERTIFICATES

Certificate of Completion

Child Development Charisse Lyane Benally <-

Breanna Bernadette Aguilar
Martha K. Aguilar
Samantha Aguirre-Baeza <-
Ashley Alvarez <

Deeana Leticia Archuleta <
Brittani Marie Archuleta <
Samantha Archuleta <
Samantha Elayne Arellano
Vanessa Avila Montanez <
Michelle Alisea Baca <
Marquita Bailey <
Kimberly Faith Barrios <
Yovani Bazaldua <

Zabrine K. Beck

Laila Maggie Becenti Begay
Shawna Rochelle Begay
Ophelia Stephaine Begay

Tatyanah Quancisha Benally Vargas
Claudia Valeria Bernadac
Danielle Maria Bevan
Barbara Ivonne Bonilla <
Michaela K. Brewer
Jennifer A. Brito <
Meaghan Brown <

Ashley Brown <

Mariah . Burgess <
Natasha Marie Campbell <~
Martha Susana Campos <~
Laura Lizbeth Cano <
Irasema Jovi Cardenas
Sherrell Carlson <

Joanna Carmona

Veronica Carmona <
Aranelly Carrasco



Child Development, cont

Abel Matthew Carrillo <
Daniela Berenice Castaneda Ulate <O
Linda Jazmin Castillo <~
Carla Jeanette Castillo <
Abigail Castillo <

Cynthia M. Castro <
Sherriann Cecil <

Gissel Chavez Alcala <
Yasmin Karina Chumacero Enriquez <~
Tyler Brooke Clements <
Briana Cohn <

Brenda V. Colmenero <
Samantha L. Contreras
Leonor Beatriz Cortes <
Esly V. Cota Martinez <
Gracyn Elizabeth Courtney
Amanda Lanell Daugherty <
Amy Daugherty <0

Marilu DelaCruz <

Isabel Deleonguerrero <+«
Jacqueline Delgado

Natalie Delgado <

Lizbeth Alexa Delgado Madrid <
Maiya Skye Denson

Perla Diaz <

Cynthia Idali Diaz Zamora
Karla A. Dominguez <
Matilde Dominguez
jasmine Nevah Elias
Danielle Marie Encinias <+«
Kenya Aisa Escapita
Herlinda Esparza <

Maya E. Espinosa Chavez <-
Gloria Espinoza <

Caitlin Dawn Evans <
Selina Ruby Fernandez <
Lizet Fierro

Danielle Foster <

Maria F. Fuentes <~

Ruby Jackelene Gallegos
Amber Jean Garcia <

Arelis Magdalena Garcia <
Melany Itzel Garcia <
Angel Marie Garcia <

April V. Gauna <

Leia D. Girven < X

Katie Gomez <~

Eileen Angelina Gomez <
Maryse Yelena Gomez <
Braylene Liset Gonzales <
Aracely Gonzales <

Dulce Crystal Gonzalez <
Jenifer E. Gonzalez <
Samantha Irais Gonzalez <
Maggie Gonzalez <

Abigail Nevach Gonzalez <
Emerald Gonzalez <

Elena Christine Vanesa Gonzalez <
Luz Gonzalez Resendiz <
Angelen Faye Groves

Diana Lizeth Guerra <
Griselda Guerrero Godoy <
Arlinn Gutierrez <

Gwen K. Gothberg <

Karen Hernandez <

Sacje Symone Hernandez <
Nailani Hernandez <

Jessica D. Hernandez <

Ava Marie Herrera-Anchondo < X
Jessica Rose Hill <-¢

Diana L. Hurtado <

Blanca Irene Jimenez <

Jade Danielle Jiron-Baca <~
Victoria Jade Carolina Johnson <-
Marissa Celeste Johnson <~
Yvette Montana Juarez <
Jessica Jurado <

Emilia N. Leanos <

Mecala Kiara Lee <

Dulce Selene Leyva Gomez <
Julia I Little-Youngman
Mariah Tiara Loe

Maria Del Carmen Lopez
Karine Lazzarotto Loureiro <
June Mary Jane Lowe

Anisa Lucero <

Vanessa Lee Lucero <

Anna Christina Lueras <
Jose Ignacio Lugo <~

Yaneissi Luna <

Yvonne Michelle Luna <
Deyci Fernanda Madrid <
Moraima Marta Gallegos <
Brenda Martinez <

Alizah Nevaeh Martinez
Arianna Nevach Martinez <



Diana Martinez <
Shianna McDowell <
Alia Taja McMillin

Maria S. Mendoza

Nora Meza <

Dezire Marie Montoya <
Itzamary Morales <

Paula Maria Morgas <
Savannah Caroline Morro <
Margot Nava

Yolanda Nava Ulloa <
Geisy Anabella Navas <
Yesica Nieto <

Anthony Christopher Nino <
Eberechukwu Nwachukwu
Lisa Yvette Ochoa <
Sylvia M. Olivas <~

Crystal Olivas <

Jada Jalyssa Ornelas

Aliah Bridget Oronia
Melissa Ortiz

Joseline Ortiz Rascon <
Starla Osterholt <

Joelle L. Pacheco <

Cindy A. Palacios <
Kenia Yanzin Parodi <
Cinthia Paola Perea <
Oralia Perez <

Abigail Stephanie Perez <
Jerrica Rae Poetzman <~
Mirna Polendo <
Nahomy F. Esquivel Quezada
Adriana C. Ramirez <
Mariah J. Ranniker <-
Jaqueline Renteria <
Desdeni America Renteria
Jiselle Reyes <~

Angel G. Reyna <X
Kelsey Marie Richardson
Deisy S. Rios <

Valerie Diana Robles <
Zeleya Irene Rodriguez <
Angelina E. Rodriguez <
Layla Alexis Rodriguez
Lee Ann Rodriguez <
Norma A. Rodriguez <
Destiny Delfina Rojas <
Monica Linette Romero

Ruby Ann Roybal <

Yenifer Yanet Rubalcaba <
Valerie Yvonne Ruiz <

Tyler Leigh Salas <

Princess G. Salas <

Noemi Salinas

Destiny Sanchez <

Nadia Lorena Sanchez Garcia <
Edith Santillanes <

Deana Victoria Shanta
Vivian Dominique Smith <
Aspen Rose-Blanchard Smith
Bria Marie Smith <

Vanesa Ines Smith <

Daniel Soria

Kianna Michelle Sosa <
Mariah Dominique Sotelo <
Andrea Nicole Tafoya

Mia E. Tallboy

Valerie Tarwater <

Tamara Thompson <

Laisha Torres <

Miriam Gloria Torres <
Jacqueline R. Troy <

Mariah Shentel Tsosie

Libby Ann Tyree <

Arielle Marie Underwood Palma
Anayarenci Valadez Martinez < x
Rosa Valdez <

Jennifer Valdez-Acosta <
Yuri Yaneth Valencia < =
Gemma Ayanna Varela-Romero <
Eileen Michelle Vasquez <
Elisa Renee Vegara <

Perla G. Vela de Prado <
Breanna Villa <

Daniela Villalobos Jurado <
Maria Idalia Villanueva <
Tia A. Westika <

Sandra J. White

Cheryl Jean Yazzie <

Marisol Zamora <

Luisa Maheli Zavala

Computer and Network Security

Juan G. Nevarez O

Construction Trades Core

Machel Jovon Moquino <



Core Curriculum
Cassidy Lynn Byrd <
Daana Lizeth Lugo-Ceniceros
Irie Elise Nichols <
Camila Mavette Rodriguez

Viviana Esmeralda Ruelas-Sanchez

Kanae J. Sago
Reese Cooper Treptow <~

Cyber Defense Infrastructure
Support Specialist
Ashley Abercrombie <
Brittany Gwendolyn Gamboa <
Jalisa Denay Mapp <
Arturo Mendez <
Juan G. Nevarez O

HVAC - Residential
Patrick Thomas Hernandez
Eric Adrian Pizarro
Jess R. Shendo ++
Dontrell Ruben Sims <

Welding Technology
Levi Cayson Apachito <
Evan G. M. Blake <
Gavin Phillip Castillo <
Justin Coonie <~
Landyn Cole-James Hiles <
Roy Christopher Lent <
Jaliyah Unique Florene Lester <
Christian Stephen Little <
Deacon K. Martinez
Cody Rice <
Skyler Isaiah Rice <
Andrew Jayce Shanta
Laurdis Destiny Sundayman <
Jason B. Wilson <
Anthony Michael Yuzos <

Wildland Fire Science
Steven M. Draper

Wind Energy
Angelo R. Palmer

Certificate of Occupational Training

Culinary Fundamentals
Shammah G. Gallardo
Seily Suri Portillo
Kanae J. Sago
Natalie Rey Talamantes

Emergency Medical Technician
Cassidy Jade Bramlett
Blanca Adilene Cazares
Josiah Cunningham
Addison Grace Findlay
Kaylee Ann Hall
Brandi Michelle Johnson
Jacob Light
Rick Antonio Moreno
Felina Mable Peganse
Rheanna Celeste Platta
Jarod Brandon Sabo
Zion T. Shaughnessy

Nursing Assistant
Ana Carolina Alvidrez
Tylan J. Bragg
Blanca Adilene Cazares
Chelsi Lynn Cheaney 3
Mili Beth Cornelius
Rhiannon W. Eldridge <

Nursing Assistant, cont.

Hannah M. Ferdetta
Guadalupe Angelica Galvan
Joleen Ouida Geronimo
Leia D. Girven <X

Ciarra Rayne Nichelle Glanton
Sage L. Greenwood

Marlen Cecilia Gonzalez <
Julianna Noel Kennedy
Carolina N. Loper Flores <
Madison Marie Lutterman <
Janie Lin Maxwell <-

LiErin Ree Maypole <0
Jade Merrill

Shaun Austin Montoya
Cassia J. Moore

Ennydia Nevarez <

Cristal Munoz Romero <
Adrianna E. Ortega <
Domonique Marie Parker <
Molly Flora Dawn Pefia <
Kaylee A. Pinon <

Seily Suri Portillo

Mariyah M. Renteria <
Aurora M. Trejo



Nursing Assistant, coznt.
Ireland Beth Robinson
Brooklyn Shae Rodriguez <
Kanae J. Sago
Kalyn Shea Saiz
Brillianty Estrella Sanchez
Makenzie Cecilia Wilson

Phlebotomy
Caitlin Anna-Jane Byrd <00
Kaylyn R. Chino <
April Gabryn Desiderio <
Karime Y. Fernandez Chacon <
Ennydia Nevarez <
Guadalupe Angelica Galvan <
Priscilla Marie Kadayso

Phlebotomy, cont.

Cristal Munoz Romero <
Domonique Marie Parker <
Kanae J. Sago

Falon R. Sparks

Emilee Nikole Tidwell <-
Anita Esperanza Trujillo <

Pre-Nursing
Haydin Alexis Byington <-
Maria Fatima Castaneda <
Priscilla Marie Kadayso
Adrian Alberto Orozco
Rosal. Ortiz <
Millette R. Saenz

DEGREES

Associate of Applied Science

Business Administration
Shane Eldridge
Sky Renae Platta 0

Information Systems Cybersecurity
Christian Monsivais <
Alice Elizabeth Smitley <0
Sandi Lynn Villemez
Nursing - Roswell
Aubrey Lott
Emma Magill
Denise Mata-Oliveros

Associate of Arts

Business Administration
Madison Ilene Schlotfeldt O

Criminal Justice
Lizbeth Lara

Early Childhood Education
Alycia Badillo <00 x
Allison A. Barcus
Jessi Lee Dentler <0
CynthiaJaqueline Vasquez Gonzalez <0 O
Sonya Lynn Haskey
Bianca Monique Jurado O
Stephanie Lopez <
Veronica Lynn Lucero
Mary Ann Zavala -0

Nursing - Roswell, conz.
Erick George Polaco
Hannah Breann Staggs
Taylor Rene Taylor
Emilee Sue Viale
Zachary Adam Wilson

Wildland Fire Science
Steven M. Draper <
Chloe Shae Lake

Terrence Jordan Robinson <

Elementary/Special Education
Kendall Watson Mithlo <

Claire Princess Riz Del Rosario Ramos O

General Studies
Rachel Hannah Epstein Baudo <0
Thomas Tripp Bryan <
Sutherland Dean Comanche Jr. (Portales)
Mili Beth Cornelius
Janet Norine Ellis <
Melinda S. Enriquez
Sheila Denise Espinosa <-
Madison Ryleigh Ethridge
Zachary Allen Friberg <
Marlen Cecilia Gonzalez <



General Studies, cont. General Studies, cont.

Brayden Cade Holland < Caleb Staab
Jamie Michelle LeBlanc < Gillian L. Stephens <
Melanie Sharea Loera Kaybren Rae Tucker O
Madison Marie Lutterman < Breena Janelle Villalobos
Alonzo Maddox Libo-on Maralit Makenzie Cecilia Wilson <-¢

r Luis Marmolej
gifiareilli/lsackzclnziz gl(;rtincz—Davila PSXChO-l o8y

melia Lopez <O

LiErin Ree Maypole <0 Terra M. Wallace
Margarita Luz Montejano O

Kristine Aaron Neuman < Secondary Educat}on

'T] Passig 0 Robert S. Ruiz Jr. #<-000
Angel G. Reyna < University Studies

Alyssa Rodriguez < Jessica E. Reyes-Lujan

Michael A. Sanchez <

Associate of Science

Natural Science
Crystella Grace Porterfield <

BACHELOR’S DEGREES (Portales)

Bachelor of Applied Arts & Sciences

Lauren Michelle Swangstu

Bachelor of Business Administration
Frank A. Fragoso

Bachelor of Science

Aviation Science Education - Elementary/Special Ed
David Armas, Cum Laude Jaclyn C. Nowell, Cum Lande

Early Childhood Education Social Studies
Francis Kinzhuma Erika Paige Gilstrap

Amanda Storms, Cum Laude

Bachelor of University Studies
Cassandra M. Burns, Summa Cum Laude
Victoria Carrizales
Lorie Martinez

MASTER'’S DEGREES (Portales)

Master of Arts - Counseling
Kyler T. Gale
Carolynn Rivera
Jennifer Renee Montez

Master of Education - School Counseling
Brandi Joe Guevara




The Mace

Academic maces — staffs of wood, metal or gems — descended from war
clubs carried in medieval times by the bodyguards of civil officers. Maces have
their roots even earlier than the Roman Empire. Carried before a consul, maces
were used to restore order and implement court-ordered rulings. An academic
mace symbolizes the authority invested in the president by a university’s
governing body. When the authority is present, the mace is present. That is
why the mace is an integral part of commencement exercises, where students
are invested with degrees by the lawful authority of the university. Eastern
New Mexico University’s mace was designed and crafted by Mr. Greg Senn, art
professor, in spring 2007. It is an honor for the mace to be loaned to ENMU-
Ruidoso for this occasion.

@>

Academic Regalia

Academic costumes worn during commencement trace their origin to the
Middle Ages. Each European college or university had a set of garments that
indicated the wearers’ status. In the United States, an intercollegiate system of
academic costumes has been in use since 1895. The tradition of wearing academic
costumes places scholarship above personal preference and current fashion. The
academic procession symbolizes the continuity of the tradition of learning and the
search for truth throughout the centuries.

High School Equivalency recipients wear a light blue robe or gown. Associate
Degree recipients wear a royal blue robe or gown. The tassel on the mortarboards are
royal blue and orange. Bachelor’s degree recipients wear a black robe or gown. The
tassel color on the mortarboard indicates the discipline. Master’s Degree recipients
wear hoods draped down the back of the robe. The colorful edging identifies the
field of study.

Candidates for the undergraduate degree wear the tassel on the right side of the
cap at commencement. After degrees are conferred, baccalaureate degree recipients
turn the tassel to the left side of the cap indicating that they are now graduates.

Graduation with Honors

ENMU-Ruidoso students may earn the following academic honors, which are
noted after recipients’ names in the program and indicated by honor cords worn
with the graduation robe. With Honors: Honors are awarded to students who
complete their program with a cumulative overall grade point average of 3.5 or
better are identified by a gold cord. Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) is the largest and most
respected honor society serving two-year colleges. PTK regalia is gold with a navy
blue cord. Cumulative GPAs are calculated after the last grading period prior to the
student’s final enrollment.

Philanthropy Cords

ENMU-Ruidoso Foundation offers graduates a special opportunity to wear
philanthropy cords during the graduation ceremony. Each cord represents the
graduate’s classification. A blue cord represents the New Mexico High School
Equivalency; an orange cord represents the Associate Degree; and the silver and
green cord represents the Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree. The cords are available to
all graduates for a contribution which helps to fund future projects at the College.



ENMU-Ruidoso Branch Community College

Administration
Dr. Ryan Trosper, President
Coda Omness, Vice President, Student Learning and Success
Dr. Karen Massey, Chief Business Officer
Dr. Robin DeMott, Chief External Affairs Officer

Faculty
Shelly Elfelt, Faculty, Department Chair, Science
Selena Enriquez, Instructor, Education
Jeft Frawley, Professor, Department Chair, Language & Fine Arts
Joel Hutchins, Associate Profeéssor, Director of Cybersecurity Center of Excellence
Laura Vazquez Lopez, Faculty, English
John McCullough, Professor, Department Chair, Business
Cleo Mow, Faculty, Department Chair, Education
Bonnie Torrez, Instructor, Adult Education

Dr. Mo Yazdi, Faculty, STEM

Community College Board
Brad Treptow, Chair
Marla Frye-Romero, Se[retmy
Colt Harrelson, Murray Murphy and Frizzell Frizzell Jr., Members

ENMU-Ruidoso Foundation Board
Dr. Lynn E Willard, President
Sandy Gladden, Vice President
Leslie Sisk, Secretary/Treasurer
Dr. Clayton Alred, Brady Barham, Eric Eggleston, Dr. Clara Farah, Dr. Felicia Frizzell,
Leslie Graham, Cheri LaCounte and Lisa McMinn, Trustees

ENMU System Board of Regents
Phillip Bustos, Regent President
Ray Birmingham, Regent Vice President
Emily Wilbanks, Student Regent
Lance Pyle and Trish Ruiz, Members

ENMU System Administration
Dr. James Johnston, ENMU System Chancelor
Tony Major, ENMU System Chief Financial Officer
Benito Gonzales, ENMU System Executive Director Human Resources, Policy and
Planning

ENMU Portales Administration
Dr. Jamie Laurenz, Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs
Dr. Christy Johanson, Vice President of Student Affairs & Envollment Management
Warren Lloyd, Vice President for Advancement and Public Relations

Thank You to the ENMU-Ruidoso Foundation for providing the caps and
gowns to all students who walked in the Commencement Ceremony.

Special Thank You to Inn of the Mountain Gods.



